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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C, § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 February 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 1 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) £3 Claim(s) 1^5 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-5 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a>n All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) 03 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6,7. 6) Q Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 and 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over White'9& 
(White, R. Re: HELP: SyJet and Drive letter Assignment Problem. [Online] news://alt.syquest, 
October 6, 1998) by itself, or in the alternative, in view of the SyJet drivers (SyquestRepair.com - 
- Driver for Windows 95 & 98 [Online] http://www.syquestrepair.com/driver.html). 



Claimed 


White'9S 


1 . A method of creating partitions in a 
removable device, said method being 
characterized by: 


White'98 deals with drive letter assignment 
for a removable drive. 
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communicating oetween an operating system 


wniie not explicitly explained, a person 01 


dnu d ucviL/C unvcr in a t/Uiiipuicr oy&icni 


UlUlIlaiy olvlll ill LI1C all WUU1LI IldVC ICdllZCU 


capaoie 01 connecting witn a removaDie 


mat tne operating oysiem ) reierrea in 


device; and 


wniie yo was oi tne windows variety 




owneo oy iviicrosort corporation ^tne 




exdininer nuie& ine reierence 10 d i^cvice 




ivianager, tne instructions otan | oettings | 




control r anei | system witn tne notion tnat 




tne otart is outton is cnaractenstic oi at 




least winuows yj dnu yo, dnu me reierence 




to a w inuows ivey. j in at least w moows y d 




anu yo tne vjo communicates witn device 




an vers. Also, tne oyjet menuonea m 




White'9S and the cartridges that were used 




with the SyJet were removable devices. 




In the alternative, the examiner notes the 




Windows 95 and 98 drivers for the drive 




mentioned in White'9% available from 




http://www.syquestrepair.com/driver.html 
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JillnpsitinO' Hnvp Ipftpfc in niimhpT' formal tn q 
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"allripntino 1 "^ TYiiilH'nlp Hnvp Iptfprc fnr q cincrlp 
dllUl/allllg ^ lllUllipiC Ullv^ IClLClo 1U1 a olllglC 


removable device, when said device driver 


cartridge. According to White'98, "[i]f you 


allocates drive letters to said operating 


insert a cartridge with one partition [into the 


system. 


SyJet after having reserved the letter range S: 




to U:] , it will be [assigned the letter] S:; [a] 




2 -partition cartridge will be [assigned the 




letters] S: andT:." 



As to claim 4, in White' 98 the letters S: thru U: were, as far as the examiner can tell, arbitrary 
characters chosen by the operator. That is to say, the letters appear to have been chosen based on 
the preference of the operator rather than by necessity. 

As to claim 5, the examiner takes "Official notice" that the program fdisk was generally used for 
the purpose of creating disk partitions in the environment described by White J 9S. 
3. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over White'9% 
(White, R. Re: HELP: SyJet and Drive letter Assignment Problem. [Online] news://alt.syquest, 
October 6, 1998) by itself, or in the alternative, in view of SyJet drivers (SyquestRepair.com - 
Driver for Windows 95 & 98 [Online] http://www.syquestrepair.com/driver.html) as applied to 
claim 1 above, and further in view of Bruss (Brass, M. Re: how many partitions can fatl6 
handle? [Online] news://comp.os.ms-windows.win95.misc, January 12, 1998). 
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As to claim 2, White'9% does not mention the maximum number of partitions supported. Also, 
White'98 does not explicitly suggest of allocating drive letters equal to a maximum number of 
partitions supported by an operating system. 

Bruce discloses that the maximum number of DOS-type partitions one can have on a hard drive is 
24. In light of Bruce, a person of ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious to partition 
the removable media described by White'9% into 24 partitions for the purpose of achieving high 
efficiency in space utilization. Those of ordinary skill in the art would have further realized that 
removable media partitioned into 24 partitions would have required and allocation of 24 letters 
for the purpose of working appropriately. 

As to claim 3, the portion in White'9% stating that a "2-partition cartridge will be S: and T:; the U: 
might never get used, but it is reserved, just in case" renders the limitation reciting "a number of 
drive letters derived by subtracting a number of partitions on a medium within said removable 
device from the number of said drive letters is recognized as being in absence of any medium" 
unpatentable. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this or an earlier communication from the Examiner should be 
directed to Yamir Encarnacion by phone at (703) 308-5466. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Matthew Kim, can be reached on (703) 305-3821. 
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Art Unit: 2186 

Any formal response to this action intended for entry should be mailed to Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 or faxed to (703) 746-7239 and labeled 
"FORMAL" or "OFFICIAL." Any informal or draft communication should be faxed to (703) 
746-7240 and labeled "INFORMAL" or "UNOFFICIAL" or "DRAFT" or "PROPOSED" and 
followed by a phone call to the Examiner at the above number. Hand-delivered responses should 
be brought to Crystal Park n, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 




Yamir Encarnacion 



Patent Examiner 



February 20, 2003 




TECHNOLOGY CENTER 



